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Investigations of the peculiarities of the communicative behaviour of the 

speech personality is a new direction in psycholinguistics. In the field of 
psycholinguistics, it is distinguished four main areas related to the study of 
personality: 1) age psycholinguistics; 2) research of norm and pathology in 
speech; 3) typology of linguistic communities and personalities; 4) 
characteristics of communicative behaviour of the linguistic personality. 
Within such researches, different psychological types of a speech personality 
are defined by separate language features (speech markers) [1]. 

The aim of the thesis is defined by the identification of the main linguistic 
features of Sherlock Holmes through the analysis of his speech behaviour 
taking into account the psychological factor in communication. Despite the 
interest of scientists in speech personality, there is a noticeable lag in the 
creation of speech portraits of TV characters in the aspect of psycholinguistics, 
thereby the relevance of this thesis is marked.  

Generally, the study of a speech portrait of a personality in the aspect of 
linguo personology is carried out by studying the psychological attitudes and 
level of communicative competence of real representatives of a particular 
nation with the whole spectrum of speech manifestation. On the contrary, 
when it comes to a TV character or a protagonist of some work of art, the 
spectrum of speech manifestation is narrowed and restricted to a certain 
communicative situation (discourse) [8]. This explains the problematic of the 
thesis because the material of our research is the British TV series "Sherlock". 

Researches on the typology of speech personality depending on the 
characteristics of discursive behaviour (communicative strategies, commu- 
nicative competence, speech culture) of the individual are laid in the works of 
O. Pushkin, O. Syrotynina, V. Holdin, I. Susov, S. Sukhykh, etc. I. Susov [5] 
recognizes the construction of a typology of speech personalities, based on 
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speech acts, techniques, tactics and strategies of the individual in the process 
of communication. O. Pushkin [4] concludes that the type of personality 
depends on the structure of its discourse. S. Sukhykh [6] turns to the study of 
the pragmatic level of speech personality and, depending on the attitude of the 
communicant and his\her personality traits, identifies a harmonious, conflict 
and impulsive psychotypes of speech personality. 

The subject of this thesis is the linguistic characteristics of Sherlock 
Holmes’ speech behaviour. Respectively, the object of the thesis is the speech 
personality of Sherlock Holmes. The material of the research is audio and 
video recordings and scripts of the TV series "Sherlock" [9; 10]. The series 
have 4 seasons, each of which includes 3 episodes, i.e. a total of 12 episodes. 
In each episode there is a certain set of lexical and grammatical characteristics 
that describe Sherlock Holmes as a speech personality with a certain 
psychotype.  

Before analyzing the speech personality of Sherlock Holmes, we need to 
reveal the meaning of each of the psychotypes. The harmonious psychotype is 
characterized by the flexible and dynamic attitudes to the general theme of 
communication, coherence of the developing topic; the dominance of markers 
of confidence, compliance with social norms during the conversation, the 
absence of struggle for the role of communicative leader, the ability to change 
attitudes under the influence of argumentation, maintaining the principles of 
communicative cooperation. Conflict psychotype is characterized by the rough 
and static attitudes, impulsiveness, leadership in communication, self-centered 
speech, violation of the coherence of the conversation topic, rejection of social 
norms during the conversation, conflict of intentions during a conversation, 
dominance of linguistic markers with the meaning of uncertainty, the presence 
of irony and sarcasm in speech. The impulsive psychotype obeys the 
communication situation. It is characterized by the desire to gain leadership in 
communication, violation of the coherence of the conversation topic, sharp 
change of the topic of communication [6]. 

In order to determine the psychotype of Sherlock Holmes’ speech beha- 
viour, we used the following parameters: general attitude of the speech 
personality to the process of communication, role and status in commu- 
nication, compliance with social norms during the conversation, coherence of 
the topic of conversation, intentions of the communicant. 
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